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The American Chamber of Commerce Mongolia (AmCham) has been hosting its U.S. Trade 

Mission annually since 2014 to strengthen the commercial relationship between Mongolia and 

the United States. The AmCham U.S. Trade Mission lays the foundation for further engagement 

in Washington, D.C. in order to continue our efforts to strengthen U.S.-Mongolian commercial 

ties. 

The fifth annual U.S. Trade Mission to Washington, D.C. was successfully organized from July 

15-19, 2018. This year's Trade Mission was rich in terms of its program and level of 

engagements. The mission was combined with the APCAC Doorknock and a Mongolia-specific 

program in Washington, D.C. 
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APCAC Doorknock is an annual event that gives American Chamber representatives and 

businesses from across the Asia-Pacific region the opportunity to reinforce their connections in 

Washington, D.C. and share regional knowledge, as well as the chance to discuss policy issues 

affecting American businesses in the region. 

APCAC Doorknock 2018 in Washington, D.C. was attended by 40 delegates from 12 AmChams 

including AmCham Mongolia. 

The highlight of this year's event was meetings with senior leaders of the Trump Administration, 

as well as meetings with over 60 members of the House and Senate. The meetings discussed 

potential and opportunities for supporting and promoting U.S. business in Asia. The delegation 

advocated for policies that will leverage the Asia-Pacific's growth for greater opportunities for 

American businesses and forge even deeper partnerships in the region. 

Meetings at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Meetings with senior leaders of the Trump Administration were held at the U.S. Chamber of 

Commerce. The meetings were chaired by Marie Kissel, APCAC Chair.  

The delegates met Charles Freeman, Senior Vice President for Asia, and John Murphy, Senior 

Vice President for International Policy at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce; Jason Hafemeister, 

Trade Counsel, U.S. Department of Agriculture; Mark Calabria, Domestic Policy Council, Office 

of the Vice  President; Susan Thornton, Acting Assistant Secretary for Asia, U.S. Department of 

State; Gilbert Kaplan, Under Secretary for International Trade, U.S.  Department of Commerce; 

David Malpass, Under Secretary for International Affairs, U.S. Department of  the Treasury; 

Clete Williams, Deputy Director, National Economic Council; Josh Cartin, Director for Asian 

Economic Security, National Security Council; Jeffrey Gerrish, Deputy U.S. Trade 

Representative, Office of the USTR; and Gloria Steele, Deputy Assistant Administrator, U.S. 

Agency for International Development (USAID).

At the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, meetings with leading think tanks and political experts 

covered policies and international commercial relationships under the Trump Administration. 

Speakers were chief experts from North Star Opinion Research, FabrizioWard, American 

Enterprise Institute, Heritage Foundation, and the Center for Strategic & International Studies. 

APCAC

DOORKNOCK
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Meetings with senior leaders of the Trump Administration and U.S. think tanks at the U.S. Chamber of 

Commerce

Meetings on Capitol Hill

Major policy meetings for APCAC Doorknock 2018 were held on Capitol Hill, where the 

delegates met Congressional leaders, including Senators David Perdue and Cory Gardner; 

House Representatives Ted Yoho, Ro Khanna, Joe Crowley and George Holding; and Senate 

Finance Committee Staff.  For more effective and broader policy engagements, the delegates 

divided into five groups, and each group met Congressional leaders to discuss promoting and 

supporting U.S. business in the region. AmCham Mongolia delegates and peers in the region 

met with Congresswoman Dina Titus, Co-Chair of the Congressional Caucus on Mongolia; 

Congressmen Adam Kinzinger and Albio Sires; and Congresswoman Robin Kelly.   

During these meetings, both interest in and the potential of Mongolia's commercial relationship 

with the U.S. was well covered and received attention. A bill on the Mongolia Third Neighbors 

Trade Act, which is co-sponsored by Congressman Ted Yoho, was discussed during the 

meeting. The bill was submitted to the U.S. Congress shortly after the APCAC Doorknock and 

Mongolia-specific meetings in D.C. The bill aims to promote United States-Mongolia trade by 

authorizing duty-free treatment for certain imports from Mongolia, and for other purposes.  

Policy messages of APCAC Doorknock 2018

The key messages APCAC delivered to the Trump Administration and Congress were to 

compete in the Asia-Pacific, U.S. companies need an integrated, cohesive strategy toward the 

region, encompassing, among other things, high-standard bilateral and/or multilateral free-

trade agreements. This effort should be seen as complimentary, not adverse, to the 

administration's focus on expanding the economy and creating jobs.

APCAC Doorknock 2018 also had productive dialogues with leading think tanks and political 

experts, and exchanged views and opinions on U.S. policies for increased  commercial ties in 

the region.   

Meeting with Congressman Ted Yoho APCAC and AmCham Mongolia are grateful to 

Congressman Darin LaHood for his support for U.S. 

business in Asia



The Mongolia-specific program was attended by five delegates representing private 

businesses in Mongolia and AmCham Mongolia. 
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MONGOLIA-SPECIFIC

PROGRAM

The Trade Mission was made possible thanks to the active participation of TaChi Mart, BTF LLC, 

and Woodmont International, in cooperation with the APCAC Secretariat and AmCham 

affiliates in the region, and the Mongolian Embassy in Washington, D.C.  

Dr. Yondon stated his commitment to continued support and close collaboration with AmCham 

Mongolia going forward. AmCham Mongolia thanked the Ambassador for his commitment and 

for his strong support and active participation in the 2018 AmCham Mongolia U.S. Trade 

Mission.   

The meeting with the Ambassador wrapped up the fifth annual Trade Mission to the U.S. and 

discussed major follow-ups for policy and commercial engagements between Mongolia and 

the U.S. Ideas about other ongoing and planned activities for increased bilateral trade were also 

exchanged and discussed.

At the conclusion of the Mongolia-specific program, the Mongolian team met with Dr. 

Otgonbayar Yondon, Mongolian Ambassador to the U.S.  The Ambassador also attended some 

important networking events organized during the APCAC Doorknock 2018. 

The Certified Trade Mission will promote increased commercial relationships between 

businesses from the U.S. and Mongolia, especially in the areas of agriculture, livestock, food 

processing, food and beverage products, and environmental technology. The mission will bring 

U.S. companies to Mongolia and introduce them to their Mongolian peers, as well as assist in 

providing market information. 

The next meeting was with the executive senior management team for Mongolia and China 

Affairs at the U.S. Department of Commerce. The team was Scott Tatlock, Executive Director 

for China and Mongolia; Tyler Shields, Director, Office of China and Mongolia; Zhen Gong-Cross, 

Head of Mongolia Affairs; and Xiabing Feng, Regional Manager for Asia and Pacific, the 

Advocacy Center. The meeting covered the status of the bilateral commercial relationship and 

how it could be further supported and promoted. It was agreed that a Certified Trade Mission to 

Mongolia should be organized on October 14-16,  through collaboration between the U.S. 

Department of Commerce, the U.S. Embassy in Mongolia, and AmCham Mongolia. 

In Congress, the Mongolian team met with the Office of Congresswoman Dina Titus, Co-Chair 

of the Congressional Caucus on Mongolia (the team met with the Congresswoman during the 

APCAC Doorknock the previous day) and discussed the status of Mongolia and U.S. 

commercial relationships and policy issues to support and promote relations.

The program included meetings with representatives from Congress, the U.S. Department of 

Commerce, and the Mongolian Ambassador to the U.S. It also included dialogues and 

networking with U.S. businesses in the Asia-Pacific region.

In Washington, D.C., the Mongolian team met representatives of high-level stakeholders who 

are responsible for Mongolia. 



The Mongolia delegation with the executive 

management team for Mongolia and China Affairs 

at the U.S. Department of Commerce

Business networking event at the Headquarters of 

Coca Cola Company in Washington, D.C.  
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POLICY FRAMEWORK

OF THE 

TRADE MISSION

Dr. Otgonbayar Yondon, Mongolian Ambassador to the U.S. with the Mongolian delegation

Throughout both the APCAC Doorknock and Mongolia-specific programs, the Mongolian 

delegation provided updates on the Mongolian economy and progress made in the commercial 

and trade relationships between the two countries. The meetings also addressed challenges in 

expanding the U.S. commercial presence in Mongolia, and discussed possible ways to address 

these challenges and some concrete initiatives that can be taken to promote the bilateral 

commercial relationship. 

During the Trade Mission, the Mongolian delegation conveyed the following policy-related 

messages to the U.S. stakeholders, stressing the value of strengthening and advancing the 

U.S.-Mongolia economic and commercial relationship: 

Building multi-stakeholder coalitions 

Ÿ Consistently building and advancing U.S.-Mongolian government-to-government, 

business-to-business, and cross-sectoral coalitions to identify opportunities for mutually 

beneficial partnerships and business development addressing existing challenges   

A roadmap for promoting a strong private sector in Mongolia 

Ÿ Full enforcement of the Agreement on Transparency in Matters Related to International 

Trade and Investment between the United States of America and Mongolia
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MAJOR OUTCOMES

OF THE 

TRADE MISSION 

Advancing Mongolia's regional connectivity

Ÿ Vigorously advocating for and supporting Mongolia's efforts toward integration into 

regional and bilateral platforms, such as APEC, to improve Mongolia's regional 

competitiveness. 

Ÿ Expanding the Democracy Partnership Initiative and other programs to support the 

legislative capacity of the Mongolian Parliament, policy issues, and bilateral and regional 

partnership issues  

Ÿ Advocating for a focused and clear policy on economic diversification in Mongolia and 

promoting the mining value chain, as well as the agriculture and energy (including 

renewable) sectors, utilizing innovative and advanced American technology, machinery and 

know-how 

Ÿ Opening up new opportunities for access to competitive financing by  offering affordable 

financial mechanisms and schemes for Mongolian businesses

Ÿ Commencement of bilateral talks to expand opportunities for Mongolia's export of goods to 

the U.S. under the Generalized System of Preferences

Ÿ Partnering and engaging mutually in opportunities for large and internationally competitive 

U.S. companies to be involved in mega projects, both in the economy of Mongolia and the 

region  

The fifth annual AmCham Trade Mission to the U.S. was successful and productive. As the 

Trade Mission was carried out in conjunction with APCAC Doorknock 2018, it was a very good 

exposure for the Mongolian team and AmCham Mongolia. The Mongolian team built a good 

foundation for further engagement with the Trump Administration, Senate, and Congress, and 

also with other AmCham affiliates in the region.

The key policy messages to strengthen the Mongolia and U.S. trade and commercial 

relationship were reinforced and well delivered throughout the Trade Mission. 

Specific outcomes of the Trade Mission: 

Ÿ Reinforced the need for the Mongolia Third Neighbor Trade Act 

Ÿ Strengthened the foundation for continued engagement and relations with the Trump 

Administration, Congress, and Senate in Washington, D.C.

Ÿ Increased collaboration with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and AmCham affiliates in the 

region 

Ÿ Discussed and agreed on a Certified Trade Mission in Mongolia to be organized in October

Ÿ The participating businesses increased their commercial relationships with U.S.  

businesses and established new engagements with businesses in Asia and the Pacific.  

The Delegates of APCAC Doorknock and the Mongolia-specific Program 2018.


